
To our family, friends, and loved ones: 

As another year comes to a close, we decided to do something new and exciting this year. Life takes everyone in different 

directions sometimes. And even with the connections of things like social media, it can be difficult to stay up-to-date with 

what’s happening in the lives of those closest to us.  

So instead of the typical Hallmark Christmas card, we wanted to tell you about the rollercoaster ride that 2016 has put us on. 

And in return we hope to get a similar letter from you! 

RYAN AND FAMILY TRIP TO POLAND: 

 Ryan is now into his last year of single digits. This year, our precious 9-year-old 

continued playing tennis and even started a ninja obstacle course local in our area.  He 

is also doing extremely well in third grade with his first male teacher, making great 

friends and passing tests that put him in the 4
th

 and 5
th

 grade levels for certain subjects! 

Back in April Ryan received his First Holy Communion.  Undoubtedly it was one of the 

biggest highlights for us in 2016.  Here’s a photo from that day   

This summer we were fortunate to take Ryan on a trip to Poland to see Ania’s dad  

(a trip we haven’t made since Ryan was 18 months old). Ania’s dad planned an 

incredible itinerary that included scenic getaways to the northern parts of Poland, 

including stops along the beautiful Baltic Sea and the Mazury Lake region.  In previous 

trips to Poland, we stayed local and didn’t get a chance to explore much of the country. 

So it was truly a dream come true to show Joe and Ryan the history and beauty of this 

amazing country.  

WORK ANNIVERSARY AND RETIREMENT: 

Ania proudly celebrated her 6
th

 work anniversary with her personal assistant company, All Service 

Concierge…growing her staff to well over 30 contractors!  Expanding her business has certainly yielded 

its challenges, but she has remained positive, strong, and sees an amazing future ahead. 

Joe was balancing two businesses for a while, but has now ‘officially retired’ from ASC Consulting and 

computer consulting to continue running and growing his new business America’s Footprints (now in its 

3
rd

 year).  He believes everyone has a story that deserves to be remembered by 

future generations, and this has been an extremely rewarding concept he has put 

together that he hopes others will see the value in. 

 

K.I.T.T. AND A NEW ADDITION TO THE FAMILY: 

If you haven’t heard yet, our family of movie cars is growing!  As you may 

know, six years ago we purchased an 88 Trans Am and converted it into an 

authentic Knight Rider K.I.T.T. replica.  And this year we continued touring 

with it at comic conventions and other events across North America.   

One night at dinner last year, Ryan suggested that we build Optimus Prime 

from the Transformers movies.  Joe always tries to push his limits in an 

effort to teach Ryan that anything is possible with hard work and 

determination. So yep - you guessed it - he started the tremendously 

tedious and stressful job of fabricating the world’s FIRST and only fan built replica of Optimus Prime® from Transformers 4!   



We started by getting official (legal) permission from Hasbro to build Optimus. Joe then had to complete an intense driver 

training course in just two months with a private instructor in order to obtain his Class A CDL.  In April, a brand new 2017 

Western Star rolled off the production floor and into our driveway…ready 

for some major modifications.   

And in less than 5 months, he was able to assemble a massive team of 

over 20 people who helped us get to about 85% completion!   

Though this was one of the most stressful experiences of our lives that in 

many aspects did not go the way we planned for, we are honored to have 

finally accomplished something that not too long ago seemed impossible. 

As we have done with K.I.T.T., Optimus has already toured through almost 

a dozen US states and Canadian provinces, even making a stop at a local 

Children’s Hospital.  And Joe’s wish for 2017 is that Paramount Pictures and the Michael Bay team endorse us to help 

promote the next Transformers film coming out in June.   

You can see both Optimus and KITT on: Facebook.com/OptimusIsHere and Facebook.com/NotchbackKITT 

SO IN CLOSING: 

That about wraps up the bigger and brighter moments of 2016 for us. Despite the highlights of our year, it has also been a 

year that we can’t wait to leave behind. Our lives have changed dramatically over the last 12 months, with punches coming at 

us from every direction. It’s become difficult to keep going after being knocked down so many times. But we look forward to 

tomorrow and rising of the new sun in 2017. We truly believe only the best is waiting for all of us in the next trip around the 

sun! 

Our wish for you - we hope your holiday season is filled with magic, love and joy.  Enjoy one another and look for the best in 

each day.  And we hope the New Year gives you an opportunity to dream big.  So please don’t forget share those dreams and 

successes with us so that we can cheer you on!!!! 

Love to you and yours: 

The JARS 

Joe, Ania, and Ryan  

 

The J.A.R.s at the Baltic Sea, Sopot, Poland 

 


